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  TOWN OF WENHAM 
Zoning Board of Appeals 

Meeting Minutes of August 15, 2019 
Wenham Town Hall, 138 Main Street 

 
Pursuant to the Open Meeting Law, M.G.L. Chapter 30 A, §18-25, written notice posted by the Town Clerk delivered to all 
Board members, a meeting of the Zoning Board of Appeals (ZBA) was held on Thursday August 15, 2019 at 7:30 pm in the 
Selectmen Meeting Room, first floor. 
 
The Wenham Zoning Board of Appeals exercises all powers granted to it by Massachusetts General Laws, Chapters 40A, 40B and 41 and the 
Town of Wenham Zoning Bylaw.  The Board hears and decides applications for special permits, appeals or petitions for variances from 
regulations governing dimensions of land or structures, appeals taken by any aggrieved by reason of his inability to obtain a permit or 
enforcement action under the provisions of MGL Ch. 40A, and applications for comprehensive permits. 
Members are appointed by the Board of Selectmen for a term of three-years from July 1 – June 30.  
The Zoning Board consists of three Board members:  J. Coffey (2020); A. Feeherry (2021); E. Campbell (2022)  
And up to three Associate Members: D. Begin (2022).  As of July 1, 2019, there are two open seats for Associate Members. 
 
Call to Order - With a quorum present, Mr. Feeherry called the meeting to order at 7:30 pm. 
Board members present: Anthony Feeherry, Chair; Evan Campbell; Jeremy Coffey  
Not present: Associate Member Dana Begin  
Also present:  Margaret Hoffman, Planning Coordinator; Catherine Tinsley, Recording Secretary 
 
Public Hearing  
• 17 Howard Street – A public hearing on the petition of Ashley and James Murphy for a Special Permit pursuant to Wenham 
Zoning Bylaw Section 4.3.4.2 (Home Occupation by Special Permit) to allow a home occupation providing private drum lessons 
at their residence located at 17 Howard Street (Map 8 Lot 006).  
 
 Application received July 23, 2019 

o Google map print street view of 17 Howard Street  
o Letters from abutters:  

 Residents in support:  Perkins Street – Koppel;  
Stanton Street- McNamara; Clayton; Scott, Adler 
Howard Street- MacDonald; Ketcham; Esch; Padley; Draper; Dolan  
Porter Street - Colancecco; Bowers  

 Residents with (traffic) concerns: Foster Street -  Thompson; McNall; Clark; Maunsell  
 Supporting documents submitted August 15, 2019 

o photo existing garage  
o mortgage survey plan, April 23, 1977 
o overview of Howard Street and Foster Street 
o soundproofing construction 
o GK Soundbooth, Inc – Soundproof booth specs 

 
Ms. Hoffman read the public hearing notice as published in the Hamilton Wenham Chronicle, August 1 & 8 
Present: Petitioners Ashley and James Murphy, 17 Howard Street  
 
Mr. Murphy spoke on the application and explained the request for a Special Permit was to provide one on one drum lessons at 
their home, 17 Howard Street, three days a week (Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday).   
Mr. Murphy told the Board he was a professional drummer.  In addition to being a professor at Berkley College of Music, he 
teaches drum lessons.  Recently, the landlord of the building where he currently has his studio in Essex, passed away and the 
future of the building is questionable. Mr. Murphy proposed to renovate a single detached garage on his property into a drum 
studio and relocate his business. 
Mr. Murphy reviewed the renovation of the garage to a studio included that the garage door would be replaced with a steel core 
solid single door and a small waiting room would be constructed inside. Mr. Murphy went on to describe the studio as being a 
soundproof booth designed specifically to deaden the sound of drums, including the base drum, with density; music is only 
played through headphones and is not audible.   
Although Mr. Murphy’s confirmed his house was on Howard Street, there was also an additional driveway off Foster Street that 
Mr. Murphy would designate for clients use and the Murphy’s would continue to use their Howard Street driveway for their 
private use. 
The hearing was open to the public for comments and questions. 
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o Allison Thompson, Foster Street, expressed her concern with what she called “ambient activity of students coming and 
going”, increased traffic and possible on street parking. 

o Marianne Cannon, Foster Street, noted many years ago, she petitioned for a home occupation and was denied.  Ms. Cannon 
opined the proposed business does not improve the neighborhood and would increase traffic, and referenced a basketball 
court used by children on Foster Street and suggested as a cul-de-sac, Foster Street does not need more traffic. 

o Rem Clark, Foster Street, observed that non-residents tend to drive fast on Foster Street and noted his concern was also 
with the increased traffic.  Mr. Clark stated he supported the drum business and that the neighbors also supported the 
business, it was the traffic that was their concern.  Mr. Clark suggested Mr. Murphy have his clients use the Howard Street 
driveway as a more appropriate off a street than a cul-de-sac.  

 
Mr. Murphy responded that it was not his intention to impact his neighbors negatively and he agreed to use the  Howard Street 
driveway for his clients. 
 
The Board confirmed the following with the petitioners: 
o Clients will be provided off street parking in the driveway at 17 Howard Street, unless physically unable to manage the 

elevations, then Foster Street may be used but reasonable efforts are to be made to keep parking in the Foster Street 
driveway at a minimum.  

o Lessons will be limited to three days, Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday; There will be no lessons on weekends. 
o Lessons will be during the hours of 12:30 pm to 7:30 pm; no lessons are to be held after 7:30 pm. 
o There is no moving of equipment; clients use the equipment in the studio. 
o There is no exterior lighting other than the walkway for safety 
o No commercial sign(s), no illuminated signs will be permitted except allowed according to the bylaw  
o Cars will not be allowed to idle; there will be a waiting room in the studio (heated/cooled) 
o Construction to convert the garage to a studio is to be done in compliance with all building permits, codes and sound proof 

as presented by the Murphy’s.   
o No plumbing is allowed in the studio.  
o There are no additional employees other than the Murphy’s  
 
Mr. Murphy was agreeable for the Board to vote on his application without delay, amending the access to the Howard Street 
driveway.  Mr. Feeherry informed those present that the Board’s draft decision would be posted on the town’s web site and 
would be signed next at the ZBA’s next meeting on Thursday, August 22.  Once the decision is filed with the Town Clerk, there 
is a 20-day appeal period. 
 
Vote: The Board voted unanimously to approve a special permit as requested by Ashley and James Murphy, 17 Howard Street for a home occupation 
providing private drum lessons with the following conditions: that all construction/renovation to the existing garage be done in full compliance with all 
building permits and codes.  There is not to be any plumbing in the garage, no commercial signage other than what is allowed according to the bylaw, no 
illuminated signs.  Each client is to be provided with information from petitioners that cars should not idle while waiting and are to be encouraged to use 
the waiting room on site, lessons are to be completed by 7:30 pm and may be held for three days as proposed on Monday, Tuesday, & Wednesday and 
no weekends and that the hearing for 17 Howard Street be continued to a date certain of August 22, 2019 at 7:30 pm in the Town Hall, solely for 
the purpose to allow non-duplicative public comments to the Board. 
 
The Murphy’s noted they would not be able to attend that meeting and were told it was not necessary for them to be there. 
 
Administrative  
• Review/approve minutes of  July 25, 2019 - The minutes were held for review and deferred to the next meeting. 
 
• Discuss future meeting dates - The next meeting is August 22, 2019. 
 
• Other matters, as may not have been reasonably anticipated by the Chair (Discussion Only)  
o Ms. Hoffman updated the Board regarding Wenham Pines, Main Street, that the contractor requested the covenant be 

released to bond the remainder of the work. Release covenant to bond the rest of the work at Wenham Pines. 
 
Adjournment – The Board unanimously adjourned at 8:40 pm. 
 
 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Catherine Tinsley 8.22.19 
 


